CHAPTER  X

IMMEDIATELY after my arrival in Berlin I put myself
in communication with several persons, who had been desig-
nated to me as trustworthy by Frau Kinkel, and by my dem-
ocratic friends. I spent some time in studying them carefully,
as I could not confide the purpose of my presence in Berlin to
anyone of whom I might not be convinced that he would be
useful in its accomplishment. After this review I told my
secret to one of them only, Dr. Falkenthal, a physician who
practiced and lived the life of an old bachelor in the suburb of
Moabit. Falkenthal had already been in correspondence with
Frau Kinkel. He had an extended acquaintance in Spandau
and conducted me there to an innkeeper by the name of
Kriiger, for whom he vouched as a thoroughly reliable and
energetic man. Mr. Kriiger occupied in Spandau a highly re-
spected position. He had for several years served his town
as a member of the common council; he conducted the best
hotel; he was a man of some property, and was also gen-
erally liked on account of his honorable character and his
amiable disposition. Although much older than myself, we
gradually became true friends. I found in him not only quali-
ties of heart and soul thoroughly sympathetic to me, but also
clear judgment, great discretion, unflinching courage, and a
noble, self-sacrificing devotion. He offered me his hotel as
headquarters for my enterprise.

I preferred, however, not to live in Spandau, as the pres-
ence of a stranger in so small a town could not well remain a
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